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EVENTS 

For event details and 
to RSVP to receive  
event reminders, visit  
arborhills.org/events.

THURS., AUGUST 8 -  
Food Truck Night in the Park

THURS., SEPTEMBER 5 -  
Food Truck Night in the Park

TUES., OCTOBER 8 -  
Arbor Hills Neighborhood  
Association Annual Meeting

THURS., OCTOBER 31 -  
Neighborhood Halloween Party

The Arbor Hills Neighborhood Association Board meets  
on the 2nd Tuesday of most months from 6:30-8:00 PM. 
 
Every resident is welcome to attend. Please let a board member know if you plan to join. See page 7  
or arborhills.org/board-members for the list of board members and contact information. 

THE NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON SEPTEMBER 10.  
To see past meeting minutes, visit arborhills.org/meeting-minutes.

       When the sun shines and the temperature rises, everyone seems to come out, cold spring or 
not. Volunteer work and fun times pop up as fast as our flowers. This spring a carload of volunteers 
from Arbor Hills helped organize food for meals at Second Harvest. If you have never done this, 
go for it—one Saturday for a couple hours of work makes over 1,000 meals! 

     This summer has included a busy calendar of neighborhood events. Once every month since 
the temperature rose above 60 degrees, neighbors have attended our events in the park to enjoy 
food trucks and time with friends - about a hundred folks each time. They’ve met new neighbors, 
let the kids burn off energy, and taken the night off from cooking. The Cannonball trail never 
looked spiffier than on Earth Day, when volunteers picked up trash along the trail and along the 
frontage road. Our annual July picnic brought back the firemen with their shiny truck and continued 
a nearly 60-year tradition in Arbor Hills. 

     The fun isn’t over - there’s still a lot to do in Arbor Hills this summer. Starting a few years ago, 
individual streets have been hosting block parties with kids, burgers, and music. This seems to be 
a practice taking off around the neighborhood. Organizers say they are easy to do, so why not 
put one together on your street? Your association will contribute to the cost of food - just contact  
a board member for details. 

     Your association board is actively working on a number of initiatives. We’ve started to plan 
the annual fall meeting and have penciled in folks to meet you that you will not want to miss. I’m 
hyping the suspense on purpose, so I urge you to add it to your calendar—October 8. 

     We’re working with Alder Sheri Carter to get better lighting in darker spots in Arbor Hills. New 
neighbors are stepping up, offering to volunteer their time and talents for coordinating garage sales, 
maintaining our website (arborhills.org), and writing articles for this newsletter, among other activities.

     I would like to remind new neighbors that we have a safe and clean community, but that takes 
effort by all of us to preserve. So, please lock your doors at night, leave the outdoor lights on, keep 
your cars locked, and don’t forget to pick up after your pets. 

    For those of you who need to pay your $20 association dues, or want to find more information 
about Arbor Hills, check out our new website. We’re posting newsletters, minutes of board  
meetings, our welcome packet, and schedules of events. See you around the neighborhood!

James W. Cortada, 
President
Arbor Hills Neighborhood Association



When Mary Warfield walks into a classroom, she’s a celebrity.
     “It’s the book lady!”, kids shout as they rush to give her a big hug.
      As the coordinator for Great Dane Readers (formerly known as 
Wisconsin Bookworms), Mary is part of a group of volunteers who read 
to kids in Head Starts and other preschools across the county. With 37 
volunteers working in 31 classrooms, the program is larger than ever. 
Each reader is assigned to a classroom. Once a month, they meet with 
the students to share the story and give each child a copy of the book. 
     “It’s so rewarding,” Mary said. “The kids just love getting the books.”
     Mary first learned about the program 14 years ago through the 
University League and began volunteering as a reader. Later, in 
2009, the program needed a new coordinator, and Mary stepped in. 
     As the coordinator, Mary is in charge of securing funding and select-
ing the books for the year. She and the other volunteers make sure to 
include bilingual books for families whose first language is Spanish, or 

for kids who are learning the language. Last year, the selection included a book with-
out words so kids could learn sequencing and use their imagination to tell the story. 
For the 2019-2020 school year, Mary’s goal is to secure enough funding to increase 
the number of books from eight to nine.
     “My goal for next year is that every kid will take home a summer bonus book,” 
Mary said. “I’ve been told by multiple teachers that these are the only books these 
kids have. Literacy is so important, and this is a great way to get these kids reading.”
     A resident of Arbor Hills for 30 years, Mary and her husband Terry first moved 
to the neighborhood with their three then-small children. Terry had just finished his 
PhD at the University of Iowa, and the family moved to Madison when he became a 
professor at UW. For the past decade, the Warfields’ home on Post Rd. has filled with 
4,500 brand new children’s books at the beginning of each school year until each 
volunteer arrives to pick up the stock for their classroom.
     Although Mary describes her work with Great Dane Readers as happenstance,  
literacy has been at the center of many aspects of her life. When her kids attended  
Leopold, she volunteered there as a reading mentor. Both of her daughters worked on  
literacy-related projects, donating books to kids in need and putting up a Little Free Library.
     Mary makes each reading session fun for the kids, starting with a rendition of 
“Books are fun to read,” sung to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell” and featuring 
the title and author of that day’s book. Sometimes a “mystery box” accompanies the 
story. Kids have to guess what’s inside - perhaps a stuffed animal version of one of 
the characters from the book.  
     For Mary, it’s about making reading fun - and her work is paying off.
     “Families tell us that they read more at home because we send these books 
home.” Mary said. “They’re so appreciative.”
     To learn more about how to get involved with Great Dane Readers, visit  
univleague.wisc.edu/volunteer.

NEIGHBORHOOD 
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By Ashley Gibson
AHNA Newsletter Editor

“My goal for next year  

is that every kid will take  

home a summer bonus book, 

I’ve been told by multiple 

 teachers that these are the  

only books these kids have. 

 Literacy is so important, and  

this is a great way to  

get these kids reading.”

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR:  Mary Warfield



N E W  N E I G H B O R S 
Carol and John , Westview Lane

Margot and Casey, Knollwood Way 

L O O K I N G  F O R  A  S I T T E R ? 
 Babysitter for Toddlers and Children. $10 hour.   

Caring - Fun - Reliable. American Red Cross Certified.  
Contact Maria Corsi for more  

information at corsimann@gmail.com.

Have an announcement to  
share with your neighbors?  
Email newsletter@arborhills.org so it 

can be included in the next edition!

Long-time Arbor Hills resident Patricia Gadow passed away in 

April after a brief but fierce battle with pancreatic cancer. A 

nurse, mother, grandmother, and active volunteer, Pat will be 

missed by her family and community. Read more at madison.com/

news/local/obituaries/gadow-patricia-jesse-natzke

This spring, several neighbors spent a morning 
volunteering at Second Harvest packing up food 
for local food banks. Together, they volunteered 
for a total of 15 hours and packed the equivalent 
of 1,080 meals! 

SECOND HARVEST

NEIGHBORHOOD 
EVENTS
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FOOD TRUCK FUN

BLOCK PARTIES!EASTER EGG HUNT
Families joined the annual Easter Egg Hunt in the Arbor 
Hills Park, where kids quickly found the eggs the bunny 
had left behind.

Food trucks provided a night off from cooking 
for families around the neighborhood. People 
joined to play in the park, gobble down a 
variety of delicious menu items, catch up with 
friends, and meet new neighbors. Join us for 
the final two food truck nights of the summer 
on August 8 and September 5.

Neighbors organized block parties full of 
food, fun, and even live entertainment. 
Interested in organizing a party for your 
street? Contact a board member for information 
about reimbursement for food.
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Have you noticed among your flowers and 
shrubs a crinkled leaf plant with four petaled white flowers 
on 1-4’ stalks? You have garlic mustard, a plant competing 
with native and ornamental vegetation and of no value to 
wildlife. It has chemical defenses (including cyanide) that 
are toxic to many insects and vertebrates. It also inhibits 
the growth of many native trees.
    Please pull it up by the roots or dig it before the seed 
capsules ripen and spread – giving you and your neighbors 
many more for years to come. When you remove the 
flowering plants, do not compost them, but place them in 
a paper bag marked “garlic mustard” or “invasive plants” 
to send to the landfill.

Combating Garlic Mustard in Arbor Hills
By Janell Morehead, Master Gardener

    If a large infestation exists and has gotten beyond your 
ability to dig it, you may need to resort to an application  
of glyphosate. Follow all precautions when applying. 
Glyphosate may kill the plant but may not completely elimi-
nate the root and will not kill the seeds (over 100  
per plant!).
   Careful monitoring of your property each spring and 
fall will be necessary. Garlic mustard is green when other 
plants are brown and dormant.
     For more information, please visit dnr.wi.gov/topic/
forestmanagement/documents/pub/fr-350.pdf or theli-
feofyourtime.wordpress.com/2011/05/14/random-plant-
garlic-mustard/.

First year garlic mustard has kidney-shaped leaves with scalloped edges. It can be 
distinguished from lookalikes such as violets by crushing the leaves, which have a distinct 
garlicky odor. Photo courtesy of the WI DNR

Mature second-year plant showing petals and siliques.  
Photo courtesy of Jeremy Sell.

Dozens of Arbor Hills residents spent a Saturday in April beautifying the 
neighborhood as part of the annual Arbor Hills Earth Day cleanup.
     Neighbors of all ages - moms, dads, brothers, sisters, grandmas 
and grandpas - fanned out across Arbor Hills to remove garbage and 
other discarded items from our parks and streets. Groups covered the 
entire neighborhood, but gave particular focus to Arbor Hills Park, 
Knollwood Conservation Park, the Westview / Cannonball Bike Paths 
and along the West Beltline Frontage road. 
     The groups filled dozens of trash bags with garbage and other 
items that had not been disposed of properly. Those who picked up 
trash along the frontage road alone filled more than one dozen bags!

Arbor Hills Residents Do Their 
Part to Keep Neighborhood Clean 
By George Ermert

    Thank you to those of you who joined us 
to pick up around the neighborhood. We 
hope you’ll all join us next year for this annual 
event to help keep Arbor Hills beautiful!
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BLOCK CAPTAIN NEEDED
Block captains play an important and fun role by bringing 

neighbors together and helping to keep everyone in the loop 

about important events. And we need your help!  

Interested? Reach out to Sue Talarczyk at  
alandsuet@hotmail.com for more information!

ARBOR 
COVENANT  
CHURCH

2509 McDivitt Road  
271-1955

www.arborcovenant.org 
Sunday morning services at 10:00 

follow us:  

Inclusive community 
…sharing grace…  

living out reconciliation

to Lee Hayes for serving as a block  
captain for Ashford Lane. Now that Lee  

is hanging up her block captain hat, there’s 
an opportunity for someone new to step on 
board! We need one new block captain for 

Ashford Lane to take Lee’s former post.

Locally-owned and committed to providing  
patients with personal attention. 

(608) 274-3784 • 3050 Cahill Main 

We’d like to include a paw-some  
collage of your furry (or feathered) 
friends in the fall edition of the newsletter 
- but first we need your help!  
Send in your doggone purr-fect photos of your cute cat, terrific 
turtle, beautiful bird, or other critters to newsletter@arborhills.org 
by August 31 for their chance  
to be included.

A cornerstone of Madison’s water conservation initiative reaches 
a major milestone – one flush at a time.

     There’s nothing all that exciting about a toilet. But 17,126 
toilets? That’s another story.

     In 2009, Madison Water Utility began offering customers  
$100 rebates to replace old, water-wasting toilets with high-

efficiency EPA WaterSense models. Since then, thousands of 
Madison home and business owners have taken advantage 
of the Toilet Rebate Program, replacing more than 17,000 old 

toilets and saving an estimated 1,088,847,183 gallons of water.
     The program has saved about 2.2 million kilowatt hours of 
electricity so far, equivalent to the amount of electricity needed  
to power 276 Madison homes for a year. Madison Water  
Utility customers can find more information about the program  
at MadisonWater.org or by calling (608) 266-4651.

T O I L E T  R E B A T E  A N N O U N C E M E N T
Save H20 When You Gotta’ Go

CALLING ALL PETS  
OF ARBOR HILLS!
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Josh Grotheer 
Financial Advisor

Weston Place 
625 N Segoe Rd Suite 
108 
Madison, WI 53705-3194 
608-238-8458

President: 
Jim Cortada 
jcortada@umn.edu 

Vice President: 
David Makovec 
dgmakovec@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 
Neil Dinndorf 
nrdinndorf@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary: 
Jodi Wabiszewski 
jodi@wabiweb.com 

Corresponding Secretary: 
Open 
 
 

Block Captain Coordinator: 
Sue Talarczyk 
alandsuet@hotmail.com
 
 Events Coordinator:
Samantha Castro
scastro817@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor: 
Ashley Gibson
akgibson17@gmail.com 

Board Members at Large: 
George Ermert
Phyllis Fuller
Josh Grotheer

Design and Illustrations by Kris Grauvogl

AHNA Executive Board Members

WE DELIVER
7 DAYS A WEEK!

608.573.BARK (2275)

608.692.BARK (2275)

4230 Acker Rd.     Madison, WI

*3 Cubic Yard Minimum For Delivery

1 Yard Covers Approximately 100 Sq. Ft

3-4 Inches Deep

Shredded Oak • Colored • Cedar

Playground Chips

Mulch, Mulch, Mulch!

Proudly Serving 

The ARBOR HILLS AREA 

PRINT A COUPON AT

www.jrsmulchsales.com



Learn more at www.mge.com/LovEV

brewers

There’s so much to love about electric vehicles!

• Better batteries to travel farther.
• Faster charging in more places.
•  Lower costs to own. EV drivers pay less to 

“fuel” their vehicles and never stop for oil 
changes.

Go to mge.com/LovEV to learn more about EV 
models, cost savings, charging and the great 
driving experience ahead of you.

You’ll become a big fan too!

bring an EV home!

GS3270  2/25/2019

SWIPE YOUR DEBIT CARD. 
ROUND UP.  SAVE.

EARNS 10% APY*

Membership eligibility required. *APY= Annual Percentage Yield.  Rate and o�er are subject to change at any time. Federally insured by the NCUA. 

You make purchases conveniently and safely with your MFCU 

Debit Card.  We round up the purchase, up to the next dollar 

amount and deposit it into your Round-Up Savings account, 

where it earns a high dividend rate.

•  Must have a Members First Checking Account and Debit Card

•  No fees, service charges, or minimums

3401 W. Beltline Hwy.
Madison, WI 53713

www.mbr1cu.org608-271-5301


